entire substitute for any mill-cloth, foreign or indigenous.
It had established the Khadi Board under the late
Jamnalalji, which after his (Gandhiji's) discharge from
the Yeravda Prison was expanded into the All India
Spinners' Association. India had 40 crores of inhabitants.
If the Pakistan area was deducted from it, it would
still have more than 30 crores. They had as much cotton
growing in the country as they needed. There were
enough spinners to turn their cotton into weavable yarn
and they had more than the required number of
weavers in the country for weaving the hand-spun
yarn. Without any outlay of very large capital they
could manufacture in the country all the wheels, hand-
looms and other accessories without difficulty. All that
was needed, therefore, was robust faith in themselves
and the determination to use nothing but khadi. They
had known that it was possible to have as fine khadi
as could be desired and to produce patterns superior
even to those manufactured by mills. And now that
India was free from the foreign yoke, there could be
no hostility such as khadi had to face from the represen-
tatives of the foreign rulers. It was, therefore, a most
surprising thing for him (Gandhiji) that now that they
had come into their own, nobody talked of khadi > no-
body seemed to have his faith in the possibility of khadi
* and that they could think of nothing but mill-cloth for
clothing India. He had not the, slightest doubt that
khadi economics was the only sound economics for India.
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